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In the first chapter, the role of Amaterasu faith in a village
community, the periodical visitation of itinerant preachers of
Amaterasu faith, and the villagers’ and the Founder’s responses
to it are stated to understand the problems of a traditional
faith.

In the second chapter, it is pointed out how the Founder’s
faith was immersed deeply in Amaterasu faith, based upon the
Founder’s autobiographical notes. The fact that the Founder
found it Ivery difficult to be free from the Amaterasu faith
shows symbolically that he could not alienate himself from his
tradional life in a village community easily.

In the third chapter, the meaning of the fact that IConjin,
a deity whom the Founder was searching for and discovering in
his own unique way, knew that the Founder had difficulty with
transcending the traditional life of his village community and
showed him a concrete way 'of overcoming the diffu-culty s
referced to. The meaning of the Tounder’s subsequent whole-
hearted devotion to the world of faith is also mentined in the

final chapter.
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gathered at his bedside is described.

In tbe forth chapter, the contents of the religious experience
which he had in his illness and their meaning are mentioned.

The following are what the TFounder realized through his
experience of the serious illness.

a. The Founder rccbgnized his self-protective way of life and
the ultimate inscrutability of man’s existence.

b. He realized that his fear of Konjin was due to his self-
protective way of life and he was making use of Konjin for his
selfish purposes.

c. The Founder understood, not suddenly but gradually,
through his relation with Konjin that it-was Konjin who made
him realize his self-protective way of life and the inscrutability

of man’s existence and helped him to lead a better life.

A DIALOGUE BETWEEN AMETERASU AND
KONJIN

—THE WORLD OF TRADITION AND THE WORLD
OF FAITH—

BY
YOSHITSUGU FUKUSHIMA

In the Tokugawa era (1600—186?), the Amaterasu faith
penetrated deeply into the life of the common Japanese people
to the extant that it was almost transformed into a folklore
faith. _

Our Founder’s faith was also influencced greatly by such
religious environment. _

In this paper an attempt was made to clarify hermenut-
ically the religious and historical meaning of a dialogue between
Ama’-cera,su Iand Konjin which took place in September, 1858 and

through which Xonjin identified the Founder with his disciple.
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THE OUTLINES OF
THE PAPERS IN THIS ISSUE

The brief outlines of the papers in this issue weve dvafted in
Japanese by the oviginal authors. The following translation is
by Yoshikazu Matsuda, staff of the Instituie.

ON THE FOUNDER’S RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE
AT THE AGE OF FORTY-TWO

BY
MIKIO SETO

Our TFounder's experience of scrious illness at the age of
forty-two is one of the most important experiences which the
Founder had in his life, for it was a turning point of his life.
What can we learn from this experiénce of his? This question
led the author to understand hermenutically the experience
more deeply, based upon the Founder’s autobiographical notes.
What is intended in this paper is to know how the first part
of the Founder’s experience of serious illness was significant
to his religious life by obtaining an insight into his life-attitude
which was formed by his past life and the objective situation
he was in when ill.

In the first chapter, a general statement of the religious
sentiments and practices of the people of his day is made.

In the second chapter, the Founder’s unique way of life
which developed gradually from the religious tradition which
he had consciously or unconsciously inherited is referred to.

In the third chapter, a situation which was created by the

Founder’s relatives, neighbors and some other people who
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